
 

 

 

What do trainees say? 
 
Assessment for Learning: 

“It was really interesting to learn 

about a different way of assessing 

work. It was helpful when we had 

the chance to try out the ‘no more 

marking’ system and the idea of 

collaboration in marking is good. “ 

 

Behaviour management: 

“From this session I learnt a vast 

range of practical behaviour 

management strategies and 

interventions that can be used in my 

role. The mantras and references 

that we were provided with, have 

resonated with me and have 

reshaped how I look at behaviour 

management in my practice .” 
 

 

Working scientifically: 

“When planning science it is 

important to think about the 

balance/need for exploratory 

learning vs direct instruction. A key 

resource to look at is the 5E model 

which can be used to combine 

both. It is also important to think 

about what the science lesson is 

going to teach the children in terms 

of inquiry type rather than the results 

of any science experiment” 

We are half way through this training 

year and the LETTA team appreciate 

and value everyone's continued 

support and contribution. 

Thank you! 
 

Spring placements 

Trainees have completed their 

second school placements. Phoenix 

trainees are still on their extended 

mainst ream placements . By 

experiencing a different setting, our 

trainees continue to develop their 

pedagogical knowledge and 

broaden their experiences.  

We would like to thank schools and 

mentors for their hard work and 

support for making placements such 

asuccess. 

 

PGCE 

SHU tutors led a whole day session 

around the second assignment 

which is a lesson study / practical 

research investigation with a 

collaborative focus. 

 

Mentor training 

We are continuing a blended 

approach to mentor training which 

included virtual mentor briefings. 
 

Wednesday 9th March 2022 

Mentoring is one of our key targets 

this year. On Wednesday 9th March 

(9am-12:30pm), we have mentor 

t r a i n i n g  o n  C h a l l e n g i n g 

Conversations  with Actorshop, who 

are a BAFTA award-winning acting 

service. Actorshop will engage our 

mentors in ‘real play’ (not role play), 

with scenarios that explore theever-

changing, daily pressures placed on 

ITT mentors and workable, real-life 

solutions to address 

them.  

Training 

 

We have covered a vast range 

of topics on the centre based 

training. In spring 1 we have 

covered: 

 

A s s e s s m e n t  f o r 

Learning 

Daisy Christodoulou  

@daisychristo  

 

Maths 2 (3-7) 

Fran Paffard  

@FPaffard 

 

Maths (5-11) 

Max Lawson  

@LF_Primary 

 

Oracy 2  

Voice21 

@voice21oracy   

 

PGCE  

SHU tutors  

 

Rosenshine’s Principles of 

Instruction  

Paul Main  

@paulmain79  

 

SEND 2 

Geraldine O’Grady  

 

Talk strategy & using the class 

report  

TeachFX 

@TeachFX  

 

 

Science- Working scientifically 

Ben Sperring  

 

Behaviour management  

Dr Rob Long 
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James, Rebecca and Millie  

At the end of Spring one, we 

worked together to provide a fun 

and exciting week of learning for 

Job Class - a Year 3 class at Our 

Lady and St Joseph in Poplar. 

Working collaboratively we 

designed a mini-curriculum, 

covering a range of lessons and 

activities around the theme of 

Chinese New Year.  From 

introducing the myths and legends 

of Nian, to writing and performing 

our very own, we looked at the 

traditional origins of the New Year 

celebrations. We also got creative, 

making origami, Chinese opera 

masks and even our own 

'fireworks'! 

The week was a great opportunity 

for us, as trainee teachers, to 

design, plan and deliver a 

curriculum unencumbered. It was 

also a great opportunity to use the 

skills, knowledge and experience 

we have gained over the past six 

months, whilst sharing best 

practice with our peers. It has 

been the highlight of the year so 

far!  

 

Charlie, Cerys and Alice   

It was wellbeing week and we 

wanted to leave them with 

something that they would 

remember! Alice had experience 

of making stop motion videos so 

we made this our outcome. At 

the start of the week we shook 

the school day up and split the 

day into “taster sessions”. During 

these sessions, we encouraged 

the children to think about their 

heads, hearts and bodies. They 

made stress balls, learnt to 

journal, meditated and much 

more. The rest of the week 

focused on creating the stop-

motion video. Together, we came 

up with our story, then every 

group was given a section of it. 

They created 2D scenes which by 

the end of the week were filmed 

using stop motion technology 

and then amalgamated to 

showcase their learning over the 

week. We had popcorn and the 

'Park Oscar Awards' to celebrate 

their success!  

 

Jade, Kitty and Japo 

Three LETTA students came into 

Hepworth Class and kicked off 

Creativity Week. The children took 

part in a range of exciting 

activities that were all based 

around their class topic, the 

human body, and explored 

human anatomy in artistic and 

imaginative ways.  
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Collaborative Creativity Week 

Our creativity week was very successful and we thank all our schools and 

mentors who opened their doors to our trainees. 
 

During the week, we saw several 

topics like Chinese New Year, Tobago, World War I, human body and 

themes based on books. 
 

Trainees also did displays, led assemblies, engaged with parents and 

worked alongside school staff. 

P4C games and enquiries. 
 

Here are some of the learning experiences from the week. 



 

 

 

Niall, Jess and Rumana  

We were at Park for creativity week 

and the whole school was doing 

wellbeing week. We themed each 

day around a different aspect of 

wellbeing. We covered physical, 

intellectual, environmental, social and 

emotional wellbeing and this gave us 

the scope to do lots of different fun 

and creative activities. For example, 

r iddles, poetry, paint ing and 

environmental posters. 

 

Emma S., Eki, and Maddy 

During our creativity week at 

Wellington we focussed on storytelling 

and the confidence to be creative. 

We utilised schemes such as Pie 

Corbett’s Talk for Writing and 

Helicopter Stories in order to innovate 

and generate new narratives. We 

used drama and dance to cement 

the learning and add meaning to the 

texts that had been created by the 

children. The children learnt how to 

use a loud speaking voice and move 

their bodies with confidence. This was 

also reflected in the children’s ability 

to assertively articulate their ideas 

during other subjects, such as maths. 

The week culminated in an assembly 

where the children displayed their 

work and performed to the rest of key 

stage one. This was a new experience 

for the children and it was clear that 

their confidence had developed over 

the week as they had learnt the skills 

required for public speaking.   

Nadim, Emma P and Munevver 

During creativity week, we ran 

sc ience exper ime nt s  t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e  s o u n d .  W e 

experimented with pitch, 

vibration, and sound travel. 

Each time we used interactive 

experiments where the children 

were able to get involved. 

During English, we used modes 

of creative learning such as 

scavenger hunts, matching 

pairs, and robots to introduce 

instruction writing. We really 

enjoyed the opportunity to 

teach together and working 

alongside one another (two 

heads are better than one).   

 

 

Mahihah, Mohamed and Mirka 

Collaborative Creativity Week 

was a lovely experience to work 

with colleagues to plan a fun 

busy week that the children 

thoroughly enjoyed. Our theme 

for the week was based on 

‘Crocodiles’ to continue with the 

poem that the children have 

been  lea rn ing .  Work ing 

alongside each other made 

teaching easy, as we were able 

to bounce of one-another, share 

ideas and support each other. 

Working in a both a new school 

and class, made us realise how 

flexible and adaptable we have 

become as teachers. We made 

new relationships with both 

children and staff and the 

experience we had will never be 

forgotten.   
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Serena, Aswathy and Ronan 

Our week at Bygrove was 

exciting and filled with creative 

lessons. 

Some of the highlights were 

creating rockets for science, 

breathing exercises to practice 

mindfulness, the knot challenge 

using hula hoops and fun games 

to learn vocabulary in Spanish. 

Over the course of the week, we 

were heartened to see the 

children warming to us. 

On Wednesday, there was a 

moment of panic when the 

Internet stopped working. Over 

lunch, we teamed up to make a 

back-up plan utilising art 

resources. Thankful ly, the 

computers came back on at the 

right time! We had to think on our 

feet and, as Andy said, it was a 

good learning opportunity. 

Working together, we were able 

to overcome anything! 



 

 
 

Alicia, Emma and Phil  

We loved our creativity week in 

Year 4, Riley Class at Lansbury 

Lawrence. The theme for the term 

was the Anglo-Saxons and this 

underpinned a lot of the lessons we 

did with the class. 

In reading, the class were looking 

at 'Anglo-Saxon Boy' and we took 

the class into the school hall for a 

drama themed lesson. In groups of 

three the children each took on a 

character from the story and 

embodied their emotions in a 

freeze frame. Each group then 

took to the front of the hall and 

when tapped on the head would  

deliver a monologue to express the 

feelings of the character they were 

portraying.   

In art the students really enjoyed 

making Anglo-Saxon helmets from 

papier-mache and balloons. It was 

certainly very messy and creative.   

The week ended on a high with a 

fabulous trip to the British Museum. 

The students enjoyed the whole 

experience from taking the tube 

and looking around the Anglo-

Saxon and Roman exhibits 

and,taking part in scavenger hunts 

and seeing Sutton Hoo helmets, 

shields and swords.  

Thank you to Mr McNerney and all 

the students in Riley class.   

Abida, Vanessa and Ryan 

The main theme which drove our 

creativity week was emotions. We 

looked at 5 different types of emotions. 

Each day we wrote our feelings on a 

small piece of paper and placed it into 

our feelings jar and at the end of the 

week we washed them away in a big 

bucket. We also made a giant heart t 

and wrote the highlight of our day.  

Each day consisted of one emotion for 

instance, Monday we looked at joy, 

and how we feel when we are happy, 

what happens to our body 

and mind. The activity included on this 

day was singing a joyful song. On 

Tuesday, we focused on disgust. The 

activities for disgust included taste test 

and smell testing, feeling different 

textures, looking at images and listening 

to various sounds.  

On Wednesday, we looked at anger. 

The activities that were implemented for 

anger were, popping balloons filled with 

red sands, screaming session outside to 

release anger and making puppets. On 

Thursday, we focused on fear and 

sadness. We looked at many images for 

example, images of homelessness, 

migration and deforestation. This then 

led on to focusing on a book called 

“There’s a Rang Tan in my Bedroom”. 

The book was used as a stimulus to 

formulate writing a persuasive letter to 

the Prime Minister about deforestation. 

Using their puppets they performed a 

puppet show expressing different 

emotions.  

Lastly, on Friday, we summarised all the 

emotions and developed a whole class 

mind map. We also created amygdala 

bottles which consisted of water, glitter, 

beads, water beads and food 

colouring. We also developed an 

expressive art lesson whereby children 

would express their feelings when 

listening to different types of music. 
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Aisha, Dimitri and Emma S.  

Creativity week was a unique 

learning experience that provided 

us with the opportunity to work 

alongside our peers and deliver 

creative lessons planned by 

ourselves. Tasked with the themes 

of ' rocks and the Stone Age', we 

set out to provide a learning 

experience the children would not 

forget.   

In Reading, the children were 

transported 480 million years ago 

with a fascinating story telling 

lesson, this was followed by their 

working on their summative skills 

and  creating 3D summaries. In 

English, our focus was diary entries, 

and alongside their cave drawings, 

the week concluded with the 

children roleplaying their work in 

front of a backdrop created by 

themselves. We continued the 

theme of nature in Science where 

the class was sent on a material 

hunt and carried out practical 

experiments on rocks which linked 

in with our mindfulness activities 

during mental health week where 

the children constructed an animal 

best representing them in clay.  

Creativity week was a thoroughly 

en j o yab l e  an d b ene f i c ia l 

opportunity to learn from each 

other, and has hopefully inspired 

the children on a lifelong journey of 

learning.  

 



 

  

Nadia, Molly and Roisin  

The theme for our creativity week with year 

two was Tobago. Our class had read 

about Tobago from a book called Gregory 

Cool. Throughout the week, we explored 

the cultural differences and similarities 

between Tobago and London through a 

range of creative activities. We made fine 

art sketches of scenery in Tobago and 

London. We also did group presentations 

as travel agents, encouraging everyone to 

come book tickets to Tobago. We 

continued our non-fiction writing and 

made travel brochures about our dream 

holiday destination.  
 

Things got really messy on Tuesday, we 

made Tobagan Patties, used watercolour 

to do wax painting and we even made 

steel pans! We had glitter everywhere! On 

Wednesday we did pottery and we then 

painted them in traditional Tobagan 

patterns and colours. We also created a 

class tapestry, we did this by fabric 

printing, it was a fun process and seeing 

everyone’s work come together was 

great, the kids were really buzzing. Tobago 

loves carnival so we made some masks 

with lots of feathers (eco-friendly ones) and 

colours. We wore the masks for our 

assembly dance too. The week was great 

fun and we finished off our creative 

activities with a line drawing inspired by 

the book Harold and the Purple Crayon 

and Nicole Gurvidi’s early writing tips. from 

one of our training sessions. Our line 

drawing displayed the best day out in 

Tobago for the main character Gregory. 

To top it all off we performed our Soca 

dance which we practiced throughout the 

week, this was presented in assembly and 

got all the other classes moving, even the 

head teacher!   

As trainee teachers, creativity week 

allowed us to harness our creative ideas 

and exercise all the skills we have picked 

up from training. It was great to lead a 

whole class, and have free reign to bring 

our own ideas and imagination into our 

lessons. As a group we worked with each 

other’s strengths and helped each other 

develop as open minded individuals.  

Abidah, Barbora and Shanola 

Year 5 at Lansbury Lawrence 

Primary school explored 

deforestation through creating 

deforestation fact files, climate 

change posters, persuasive 

letters, and blackout poems. 

T h e y  a l s o  w o r k e d 

collaboratively: they made 

papier-mache globes, a bug 

hotel, and at the end of the 

week, they connected 

everything they learnt in a 

short documentary. Creativity 

week was an excellent time for 

both the children and 

ourselves, full of learning, 

inspiring and working together. 

It was an opportunity to see, 

practice and discuss various 

teaching strategies. We had 

constructive conversations 

following observations and 

r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h e 

collaborative spirit of helping 

each other improve.   

 

Tegan, Jack F. and Shifa 

For our Creative Week at St 

Helen's Catholic Primary 

School we enacted a Junior 

Apprentice style scenario 

throughout the week where 

the children were tasked with 

inventing board games 

around the subject of mental 

health as it was mental health 

week. The process essentially 

comprised of different stages 

starting with design, then 

crafting the game and finally 

giving a presentation to 

hopefully sell their product. 

These developed skills such as 

design. We also led successful 

sessions in English using the 

topic of Ancient Greece for 

grammar and science, making 

parachutes to explore the 

concept of gravity.  
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